
Ham Close 

One beautiful Spring Morning 2017 





• Ham Close was built in the 1960s to replace 
the prefabricated houses on Ham Green. 

• The Prefabs as they were affectionally known 
were originally erected to house the bombed 
out people of London during and after the war 





• The new Ham Close Estate had dwellings 
ranging from bedsits through to three 
bedroomed maisonettes. 

• The bedsits were located on the ground floor 
of the square blocks with the rest of the 
blocks housing 2 bedroomed maisonettes with 
one three bed on the top floor. 





• The long blocks, three in all, house a total of 
20 one bedroomed flats per block.  Finally 
there are two smaller blocks of bedsits and 
one & two bedroomed flats housing 12 flats 
per block. 





• Ham Green, once cleared of the prefabs was 
given to the residents of Ham Close as they 
had neither gardens nor balconies. 





• The majority of people enjoy living in Ham close, they 
like the community spirit and the fact that they are 
close to shops, schools, buses, doctors etc. 

• Some residents even tend their own bits of garden and 
plant bulbs and flowers for all to enjoy, hence the fine 
display of daffodils and crocus each spring. 

• In previous years we have won awards for our gardens 
and in 2012 we won two different 1st places at 
Petersham Horticultural Society show with displays of 
our roses and hydrangeas from the gardens.  The 
awards were The Cowen Memorial Challenge Bowl & 
the Lambert Memorial Bowl 





• And then we have problems that are not seen on the outside, but 
are of course a constant distress to all concerned. 

• Damp/Condensation & Mould 
• All three cause ill health in the young and old. Some residents have 

dehumidifiers on all winter to keep the problems at bay. 
• But what it really means is that our homes in Ham Close are no 

longer fit for purpose. 
• They certainly would not pass any building regulations now, and are 

definitely not environmentally friendly. 
• And they are far from friendly to new mums having to heave push 

chairs, babies and shopping upstairs or risk leaving the push chair in 
an open space free for cats or foxes to visit, or for it to be stolen. 





• And when we get past all “our” problems, we 
find we have more, and most annoyingly, not 
of our own making. 

• An increasing amount of Ham Residents seem 
to think that Ham Close is their dumping 
ground, from soiled nappies, beds, 
mattresses, all kinds of furniture and cars. 

 







• Graffiti has been another problem but since 
we began looking after our gardens we have 
not had any graffiti in the actual blocks 
although it is still evident just outside the 
estate and still looks awful. 

 

• “When will they learn to spell” 

 





• The latest trend seems to be to use Ham Close 
as a rat run from Ashburnham Road to 
Woodville Road, doing handbrake turns in the 
car parks and showering the cars with dirt and 
stones. 



• But in spite of all this, I for one would rather live 
in Ham than anywhere else. We have fabulous 
walks, amazing local history, stunning parks and 
our wonderful community. At the moment Ham 
Close is a cut through for just about everyone, 
the drug dealers stick out like a sore thumb, 
apparently this is not a massive problem in Ham, 
unfortunately when you live with it daily, it is just 
that. 

• As Ham Close Residents we are sick of our estate 
being taken over by these arrogant bullies. 

• We need to let people know that their disgusting 
habits will not be tolerated, and that we are not a 
dumping ground, nor are we a free for all for drug 
dealers and their kind. 



• Ham Close is our home, it is where we live, it 
is where we raise our children, it is where we 
make friends, chat to neighbours and develop 
relationships, it is where our children may 
raise their children, it is possibly where we 
may spend our golden years and then pass on 
our homes to future generations to start the 
cycle again. 

 





• We need an estate that we can be proud of, we 
need to ensure our estate is a caring community 
and be there for each other. 

• We need damp and mould free homes to protect 
everyone from illness like asthma. We need more 
modern facilities like lifts. We need more 
environmentally friendly homes. We need and 
deserve better, healthier living accommodation 
with safe areas for our children to play and enjoy 
being young and growing up in this wonderful 
area, we need this estate to be an estate for the 
future for all.  

• Thank You 


